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ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING

Annual Report

-1959-

Purpose of Report

The Environmental Monitoring Program at Atoxics Inter-
national is directed to the sampling and radioanalysis
of soil, vegetation, air, and water from areas proximal
to company facilities. The purpose of this report is
to present data concerning radioactivity concentrations
detected in the environment during {§§9 and supersedes
the report for January to June 1959 « Meteorological
data obtained at the SRE Weather Station are compiled
and presented to illustrate the weather conditions of
the reactor site. Collateral functions of the Environ-
mental Monitoring Program are discussed in regard to
support of Operational Health Physics Programs.

Environmental Monitoring Program and Summary of Results

Environmental radioactivity detected in soil,vegetation,
air, and water samples during 1959 are generally com-
mensurate with activity levels monitored since 1956 when
the environmental monitoring program was initiated in
the San Fernando Valley and Santa Susana areas by
Atomics International., Extensive environmental radio-
activity data has been accumulated since the program
began. A base line activity level for the area con-
cerned has been delineated from frequent surveys. Some
deviation occurred in the first quarter of the year,
however, presumably as a result of nuclear testing in
Nevada in the fall of 1958 (Figure I).

Diversified operations carried out at Santa Susana and
at Valley facilities present environmental monitoring
problems unique to each location.

A. Soil and Vegetation Radioactivity Concentrations

2. A notable activity increase in Feoruary is
apparant primarily in vegetation Beta activity
presumably as 2 result of nuclear device test-
ing in Nevada. Included therein were nineteen
full scale shots including ten ba’%ﬁon, five

O PURON ¢
tower, and four tunnel exglosions . Local
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