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ﬁt Eocketdyne, we are finnly commithed to smfety, mepect for the
enwrommentand, in parbeoular, the well-being of our emplogjees
and neighbors. Az part of thatcommitment we vwant to continue o
provide you with informaton about our ennonmental achwtbies atthe
SJanta Swsana Field Laboratory. Last year wee infommed you about our
efforts to investigate amas for mdicactive contamination in the August
1995 1zsue of Spagting of The Sanba Siesgna Field Laboraory. The purpose
of thiz Exnrrommental Wpdate 1= to provide you wiath the results of the

Area IV Surwey.
Backgroud
A f'-rfi?ﬁﬂ'ﬁ Sacarm Al one 0 me, nuclear research facilities and smafinuclear
#iedid L aboms forg. reactors twere operated al fire Sarta Susana Field Laboratory.
Eﬂjlﬂmﬂf The 2é668-acre Bnta Jusana Field Iabomtory i donded into four areas

az showrn in Figeewe 1 fhest pagey. Sreas I I and I, which malke up the
J majority of the deweloped porton of the field lab, hawe bean used o test
cfe&n:{:irﬂﬂk_ljf rocke tengine s since the 15600z, WWe did nuclear enerry reseanch at 25
facilibes located i Area [V (F0acres at the northwe st porhon of the
site). Allnuclear wiork ended in 19658, atwhich hme final cleanup efforts
began. Cfthe 25 fAcilibes wsed, Xhave been cleaned up. Work 1=

progreszing to clean wup the remaming facilibes.
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We respontded to our neighbors’ concerns and checked all

aredas for radioacive contamialion .

W puttogethera plan o lookatall of Area [V—aven those areas whers
tiiclear work never oconrred —to ensure they are fee of mdicachwe
contamination. This plan, entitled the “Fadiological Characten mbon
Fan, Santa Susana Field Labomtory, Area IV, incduded a review ofall
previous stucies and desonbed methods and procedures for suore ying
frea IV We performed the surrey under the oversightof the TS
Cepartment of Enerryand the California Department of Health Jerwices.
&l of Area IV was cove md in the sunrey exoe pt those locations previously
surveyed or underroing cleanup and inaccessible er@min (zee Sgume 2
Fadiation measurements and soil samples were taken thmough the wae
of gridz and study blocks. The surreybegan in March 1974and vwasz
completed by October 1955,
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Results siow Yie need for additi onal cleanup in Hrree localions.

The final report of the fAma [V Surwey was reviewned and approved for mlease
by the 115 Departmentof Enemgy. Ttdesorbes the rezults of cwer 10, 00radation

measurements, surface mdiation seans Eken ower approsimately ZXacres and
149204l samples mken at Area [V

All radiation measurements ke n at 10477 gnd locations at Area [V wnere i the
same mnge as local background measurements mken 3 to 12 rmules from the
Santa Sumna Field [aboratory). One-minute mdation measumements wene aken
wznyg mdiation detechon equipmentheld one meter abowe the ground ateach
locaton. The ze measurements were Eken atequally spaced zod points 25feet

apart.

To suppleme nt the ¢ rid measurements, we alzo pedfonmed surface mdiation
goans of every square footof land bebaeen each grid location whers the rmadiaton
measurements were taken . Fadiaton detection equipmentwas held low to the
round @pprosamately sicinches abowe the sudface)and moved slowly acrozs
a path ahout five feetwide as the surveyor mored slowly across the gord blocks.
This iz zimilar to metal detection used atbeaches. During this surface scan we
ilentified three spote with elevated radiaton readings that require cleanup
fronfirmed by soil samyples aken ateach of these lomtons).
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Flanned soil samples were faken at 149 spote and supplemented with addibional
samyples taken at locations where surface scans mdirated elevated lewels of
madiation. These samples were typimlly taken mstator below the sudace.

Bazed on the combined grid mdiation measurements, surface scans and soil
samples, only three localized spots were found thatrequire cleannp (see
Figure 2. TWe have completed zfe anup atone location. Cleanup iz undensay at
the other twno lomtons . All otherareas were found o be far belowr the regulatory
cleanu lewels setfor protechon of health.

The results of the surwey hawe confirmed that Area IV does not poze a health
rizk to our neighbors.
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Owr efforis uill contireue to focus on clemug of e few
rematning facilities.

T 1nll finich clearng up the bano remair;';l;g EDE wlentified by the surrey.
This wiogk i erpected o be complete by 1797, aeurrently, work 1= conbinuing
toclean up the remaining fve facilibes forme sy used for nuclear work. These
are scheduled o be complete in the year 2000 combined efforts of the
furea IV Surwey and facility cleanup wnll ensure thatno mdicactre

contamination remains.
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If you did not meeive this in the mail and would like o be added o our
mailing list, or if you would like additonal information, please write or
call:

Lon Circle, Manager

Envimnmental Communicatons
Focke e

PO B FH22 (AEST)

Canoga Fark, Cf 51303 720

Tel: (§18) SEs-AT42

E-hlail: laciwle®@rd yne rockisrelloom

/i arjc-:w.:z Lkt FEacaurces

e am committed to sharing information that we hope will be usaful to
you. Copdes of the plan and fnal report deseribed in this Updete and othe
documents mlated to enrirotrmental actimties at the SJanta Jusana Field
Lahoratory are available for b lie rewiewr at:

California State Thiversity, Morthrid me
Uthan Lmhives Center
Chriatt Labrary Foom 4

18111 Mordhof Stoeat
Morthridge
a1a/ 3682802
Flatt Branch Library zimi Valley Likrary
23600 Wirtory Bowleward 299 Tapo Canyon Foad
TWoodland Hills Sumi Yalley
3158/ 340-2554 A0E /51735
Al Fate
L5 Poslage
Faid
Catwgs Fark, C
Ferrad Mo, &
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